Pax
by Sara Pennypacker
Pax was only a kit when his family was
killed, and “his boy” Peter rescued him
from abandonment and certain death.
Now the war front approaches, and when
Peter’s father enlists, Peter has to move in
with his grandpa. Far worse than being
forced to leave home is the fact that Pax
can’t go.

Wonder
by RJ Palacio

August Pullman was born with a facial
difference that, up until now, has
prevented him from going to a
mainstream school. Starting 5th grade
at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more
than to be treated as an ordinary kid—
but his new classmates can’t get past
Auggie’s extraordinary face. Wonder,
begins from Auggie’s point of view, but
soon switches to include his
classmates, his sister, her boyfriend,
and others.

Prairie Lotus
by Linda Sue Park
Prairie Lotus is a book about a girl
determined to fit in and realize her
dreams: getting an education,
becoming a dressmaker in her father's
shop, and making at least one friend.
Hanna, a half-Asian girl in a small town
in America's heartland, lives in 1880.
Hanna's adjustment to her new
surroundings, and the townspeople's
prejudice against Asians, is at the heart
of the story.

Whale of the Wild
by Roseanne Parry
In the stand-alone companion to the
New York Times–bestselling A Wolf
Called Wander, a young orca whale
must lead her brother on a tumultuous
journey to be reunited with their pod.
This gorgeously illustrated animal
adventure novel explores family bonds,
survival, global warming, and a
changing seascape. Includes
information about orcas and their
habitats.

Becoming Muhammed Ali
by James Patterson
and Kwame Alexander

Before he was a household name,
Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like
any other. ... Readers will learn about
Cassius' family and neighbors in
Louisville, Kentucky, and how, after a thief
stole his bike, Cassius began training as
an amateur boxer at age twelve. Before
long, he won his first Golden Gloves bout
and began his transformation into the
unrivaled Muhammad Ali.

Front Desk
by Kelly Yang

Mia Tang has a lot of secrets.
Number 1: She lives in a motel, not a big
house....Number 2: Her parents hide
immigrants...Number 3: She wants to be a
writer....It will take all of Mia's courage,
kindness, and hard work to get through
this year. Will she be able to hold on to
her job, help the immigrants and guests,
escape Mr. Yao, and go for her dreams?
(less)

Email: kchurchill@caldwellpl.org
Website: www.caldwellpl.org
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El Deafo
by Cece Bell
Starting at a new school is scary, even
more so with a giant hearing aid
strapped to your chest! At her old school,
everyone in Cece's class was deaf. Here
she is different...Then Cece makes a
startling discovery. With the Phonic Ear
she can hear her teacher not just in the
classroom, but anywhere her teacher is
in school... Cece is on her way to
becoming El Deafo, Listener for All...Can
Cece channel her powers into finding the
thing she wants most, a true friend?

Hurricane Child
by Kacen Callender

Being born during a hurricane is unlucky,
and 12-year-old Caroline has had her
share of bad luck lately. She's hated and
bullied by everyone in her small school on
St. Thomas of the US Virgin Islands, a spirit
only she can see won't stop following her,
and...Caroline's mother left home one day
and never came back.
But when a new student named Kalinda
arrives, Caroline's luck begins to turn
around. Kalinda, a solemn girl from
Barbados with a special smile for
everyone, becomes Caroline's first and
only friend—and the person for whom
Caroline has begun to develop a crush.

New Kid
by Jerry Craft

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves
nothing more than drawing cartoons
about his life. But instead of sending him
to the art school of his dreams, his
parents enroll him in a prestigious
private school known for its academics,
where Jordan is one of the few kids of
color in his entire grade....Can Jordan
learn to navigate his new school culture
while keeping his neighborhood friends
and staying true to himself?

Starfish
by Lisa Fipps
Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit
and made a big splash at her fifth
birthday party, she’s been bullied about
her weight... she’s found her safe space–
her swimming pool...It’s also where she
can get away from her pushy mom, who
thinks criticizing Ellie’s weight will
motivate her to diet. Fortunately, Ellie has
allies...With this support buoying her, Ellie
might finally be able to cast aside the Fat
Girl Rules and starfish in real life–by
unapologetically being her own fabulous
self.

The Graveyard Book
by Neil Gaiman

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as
Bod, is a perfectly normal boy. Well, he
would be perfectly normal if he didn't live
in a graveyard, being raised and
educated by ghosts, with a solitary
guardian who belongs to neither the
world of the living nor the world of the
dead.

Melissa (George)
by Alex Gino
BE WHO YOU ARE.
When people look at Melissa, they think
they see a boy named George. But she
knows she's not a boy. She knows she's a
girl.
Melissa thinks she’ll have to keep this a
secret forever. Then her teacher
announces that their class play is going
to be Charlotte's Web. Melissa really,
really, REALLY wants to play Charlotte....
With the help of her best friend, Kelly,
Melissa comes up with a plan. Not just so
she can be Charlotte -- but so everyone
can know who she is, once and for all

Roller Girl
by Victoria Jamieson
Twelve-year-old Astrid has always
done everything with her best friend
Nicole. So when Astrid signs up for roller
derby camp, she assumes Nicole will
too. But Nicole signs up for dance camp
with a new friend instead, and so
begins the toughest summer of Astrid's
life. There are bumps and bruises as
Astrid learns who she is without
Nicole...and what it takes to be a strong,
tough roller girl.

When Stars are Scattered
by Victoria Jamieson

Omar and his younger brother, Hassan,
have spent most of their lives in
Dadaab, a refugee camp in Kenya. Life
is hard there: never enough food,
achingly dull, and without access to the
medical care Omar knows his
nonverbal brother needs. So when
Omar has the opportunity to go to
school, he knows it might be a chance
to change their future . . . but it would
also mean leaving his brother, the only
family member he has left, every day.

The Parker Inheritance
by Varian Johnson

The letter waits in a book, in a box, in an
attic, in an old house in Lambert, South
Carolina. It's waiting for Candice Miller.
When Candice finds the letter, she isn't
sure she should read it. It's addressed to
her grandmother, after all, who left
Lambert in a cloud of shame. But the
letter describes a young woman named
Siobhan Washington. An injustice that
happened decades ago. A mystery
enfolding the letter-writer. And the
fortune that awaits the person who
solves the puzzle. Grandma tried and
failed. But now Candice has another
chance.

